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Colonel John C. McKay, (United States Marine Corps, retired) lives today in Sacramento, California. 
He is a Churchillian of long standing, having read Churchill’s joyous book My Early Life (A Roving 

Commission in the USA) in the early 1950s when he was only nine years old. 

He has long been grateful to his father for having ‘introduced’ him to Winston Churchill at an early 
age. Churchill’s My Early Life has inspired him throughout a long and adventurous career in South 
America, in Asia, in Europe, and in the USA. It also inspired him to buy other books by Churchill,     

including the first edition of the Collected Works. 

Colonel McKay offered his Churchill-inspired story, his own Roving Commission, in the first instance 
to the editor of Glow-Worm. The offer was gratefully accepted, being published here in the 2014 Q4 

issue of Glow- Worm. 

Col McKay, USMC (Ret) was reared in Latin America, enlisting in the U. S. Marine Corps in 1962. He 
was appointed from the ranks to the U.S. Naval Academy, and commissioned a second lieutenant of 

USMC infantry in 1968. He saw action in three wars. He was twice wounded. An Olmsted Scholar 
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain), he holds Masters’ Degrees from Georgetown University 
and the National War College, Washington, D.C. His last command, 1995-96, was Joint Task Force 160 

(JTF-160), U.S. Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. He retired from active service in 1999. He       
consults and writes. An avid Churchillian from an early age he continues to cultivate an active interest 

in the great man. 

How I came to acquire The Collected Works of Sir Winston Churchill 

published in 1974, the centenary of his birth 

by 

Colonel John C. McKay, USMC (Ret) 

I first met Mr. Warren R. Howell of John Howell – Books, San Francisco, in mid-1960. The encounter 
with Warren Howell, an old-world gentleman from a by-gone era, was serendipitous and fortuitous.  
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ON THIS DAY... 
 

July 11 1798—The Marine Corps was re-established by an Act of 

Congress, succeeding the Continental Marines. 

July 20, 1950–The Marine Corps Reserve mobilized for duty in 

Korea. 

July 28, 1918—BGen John A. Lejeune assumed command of the 

2nd US Division in France. 

August 6, 1847—LtCol S.E. Watson’s Marines commenced their 

march on the “Halls of Montezuma” in Mexico. 

August 13, 1918– Opha May Johnson enlisted, becoming the 

first woman Marine. 

August 23, 1798—The first Headquarters of the Marine Corps 

was established at Philadelphia.  

August 29, 1916-The Marine Corps Reserve was founded. 

September 9, 1950—Capt Leslie E. Brown flew the first Marine 

jet combat mission. 

September 28, 1900—Marines withdrew from Peking after the 

Boxer Rebellion. 

 



FROM: THE PRESIDENT  

CWO-4 Alex J. Childress, USMC (Ret) 

Semper Fidelis! 

Alex Childress 

Fellow Mustangs: 

In this Fall edition of the MESTENGO, I would like to express my   

sincere gratitude to our Business Manager, Jim Casey, who was the 

driving force behind the successful planning and execution of our 34th 

Mustang Association Muster in Branson, MO.  As the MCMA Business 

Manager, Jim was part of the early planning for the reunion to be 

combined with the 3d Marine Division Association and bore the      

responsibility for all other aspects for coordinating our attendance.  

Well done Jim!! 

As some of you may have been aware, I was unfortunately not able to 

attend the Muster which was a great source of disappointment for 

me.  I was afforded the opportunity to become a business owner in early July and it was simply too soon 

after officially launching on August 27th to have an operational support staff in place to cover my           

absence.  As such, I want to extend my sincere appreciation to the Officers and Directors who were able to 

ensure business was conducted as planned. 

I am particularly remiss that I was not able to congratulate our outgoing Vice President, Joe Featherston, 

and Secretary, Tim Cook, as they relinquished their offices as well as welcoming our new Secretary, Ron 

Cookson, and new Directors, Mark Blaydes and Mark Butkovich.  While our records of officer tenures 

may not be exact, Joe has served as Vice President under former MCMA Presidents George Fritschi and 

Ernest Johnson. While he certainly was not obligated to do so, Joe volunteered to stay on as Vice Presi-

dent for one more year  after last year’s Muster in San Antonio in order to maintain continuity within our 

leadership.  Equally, Tim has served as Secretary since September 2014 and undoubtedly the longest ten-

ure as Secretary.  While Tim also had the opportunity last year to relinquish his duties, he selflessly re-

fused to do so in an effort to continue to spearhead the recovery efforts of our membership directory and 

database.  No one has worked harder than Tim this past year in making every effort to establish a truly 

efficient and         effective administrative management system for the MCMA. I am however comforted in 

the fact that Tim will remain a part of the MCMA leadership as a Director.  For all of their selfless dedica-

tion and           contributions to the MCMA during their long-standing tenures, the MCMA owes a debt of 

gratitude to these two outstanding Marine Mustangs. 

In closing, I wish to congratulate our new Secretary, Ron Cookson, and Directors, Mark Blaydes and 

Mark Butkovich.  We still have many a challenge ahead of us and I look forward to working with all of 

you.     



Continued from cover 

At the time, I was a precocious teenager, with a nascent, but as yet uninformed, interest in Winston 
Churchill. My father would have referred to Warren Howell as ‘a gentleman of the old school’ — a tribute 
rarely heard today. 

I grew up in mining camps, first in Nevada, later in South America. From an early age, during the 1950s, I 
was given an intriguing if not unusual introduction to the Second World War. My father was chief           
engineer of Cerro de Pasco Corporation in La Oroya, Perú. His professional interactions were mostly with 
senior management. As a consequence I was exposed to an adult expat community, principally British and 
German, all veterans of the Second World War. 

I came to know two of these gentlemen well — Victor Sampson, head of the company’s railroad; and Kurt 
Helriegel, chief surgeon at the company’s hospital. Victor and Kurt, with the enthusiastic support of my 
father, ‘introduced’ me to Winston Churchill during the early 1950s, when Churchill was Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom for the second time, (from October 26, 1951 until his resignation for health reasons 
on April 5, 1955). 

Victor Sampson had served in the Corps of Royal Engineers during the Second World War. He saw action 
in North Africa, at Salerno in Italy in September 1943, and in Northern Europe from D-Day (June 6, 1944) 
to the German surrender on May 8, 1945. 

Dr. Helriegel had been a member of the Nazi Party for fourteen years. He saw action in Poland, in France, 
and on the Eastern Front. I clearly recall that Dr. Helriegel’s face was noticeably disfigured from what my 
mother explained was extreme frostbite. My father was the odd man out — he had served in the Pacific 
Theater, first in the Aleutian Islands, south-west of Alaska, then in the Central and South Pacific. Churchill 
was often a topic of discussion. To be sure, perspectives were at variance, but it was clear that Victor, Kurt 
and my father were, all three, full of admiration for the ‘great man,’ Churchill. 

Although my father could be unsparing about the loss of Singapore by the British, he bought all six         
volumes of the Houghton Mifflin 1948-53 edition of Churchill’s The Second World War. My father          
encouraged me to read the pages of The Grand Alliance (volume III of The Second World War) which 
dealt with the fall of Singapore. These pages were my introduction to the ‘literary’ Churchill. I must admit 
that Japanese tenacity and audacity in landing well north of Singapore, forced-marching through the     
inhospitable terrain of the Malay Peninsula, quickly capturing Singapore, and what that foretold for   
Western colonialism, eluded me. On the other hand, the sinking of the HMS Prince of Wales and Repulse 
caused considerable anguish. In the late fifties my parents acquired the American edition of A History of 
the English-Speaking Peoples. 

In the early 1950s I came across a popular scouting magazine. I was particularly interested in the graphic 
depictions of Churchill’s early life — his service with the Malakand Field Force, participation in            
Kitchener’s Sudan Campaign, and then in the Boer War. Perhaps it was through these fascinating accounts 
that I was made aware of My Early Life. 

In those days, in a Peruvian mining camp, high in the Andes, 
there was no TV reception. English-language radio broadcasts 
were   difficult to hear because of scratchy static. Spanish-
language broadcasts were not much better, though regularly     
accessible. The company maintained what, to my young mind, 
was an excellent library, in an institution quaintly named the Inca 
Club. Here I found, and avidly read, My Early Life, at the age of 
nine. This book made me reflect on how wonderful it would be to 
emulate Churchill. While I neither appreciated nor understood 
The Second World War, nor A History of the English-Speaking 
Peoples, Churchill’s book My Early Life has inspired me to this 
day. 

The author at 11 years old, August 1958, in Casaracra, a 
small hacienda high in the Peruvian Andes mountains. 



At the age of fifteen, my head was full of visions of grand adventure and glory. Enrolling in a public high 
school after returning to the United States did not hold out much chance of grand adventure or glory. Succor 
was found in being able to escape to San Francisco on weekends, appropriately attired in a suit and tie. Being 
correctly fitted out had impressive powers of entrée. Moreover, my primary interest was old books. Thence I 
soon came upon the old house of John Howell – Books on Post Street. I entered an enchanted and elegant 
world of old books and prints, presided over by Warren R. Howell, son of John Howell who founded John 
Howell – Books in 1912. I was also fortunate in being greeted on my first visit by Mr. Warren R. Howell. A 
big man, formally attired in slacks, blazer and tie, he was always polite, courteous and helpful. Thus began a 
relationship, and to a degree a mentorship, which lasted until Mr. Howell’s death in 1984. 

As our relationship developed, Mr Howell always went out of his way to help 
me. Works about Churchill came to be the subject of many subsequent visits to 
John Howell – Books. During that year and a half or so, before I finished high 
school and enlisted in the Marine Corps, I visited John Howell – Books almost 
every week. 

The first item I bought from Warren Powell was a hand-written letter, dated 
April 1905 from Winston Churchill to a Captain H. Graham discussing a book 
and a poem, both of which Captain Graham had sent to Churchill. Mr. Howell 
claimed that he had purchased it with me in mind. He was willing to part with 
the letter for $250, a sum that I most certainly did not have, although I worked 
both summer and Christmas vacations for Utah Construction’s Dredging       
Division, which my father then headed. I asked Mr. Howell if I might give him 
$50 that day and arrange future payments as my financial circumstances      
permitted. “You may,” he replied, and then he shook my hand. I soon cleared 
my debt with Mr. Howell — and acquired my first piece of Churchill            
memorabilia. I was, and remain, extremely proud of my acquisition of a letter 
written in Churchill’s own hand. 

 

 

I enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps in January 1962, and shipped out to Boot Camp in June of the same year. 
Prior to President Kennedy’s ‘Cuban Missile Crisis Speech’ of October 22, 1962, I had joined the Marine 
Corps’s 1st Field Artillery Group at Twenty-nine Palms, in San Bernardino County, California. Preparations 
for combat deployment by the Field Artillery Group were well underway before the President’s speech. The 
Group embarked at Coronado, California; sailed through the Panama Canal; broke out live ammunition; and 
made final arrangements to support the First Marine Division’s amphibious landing at Tarara Beach ten 
miles east of Havana, Cuba. That the crisis was resolved peacefully is more than fortuitous: recent historical 
research by Michael Dobbs demonstrates that Tarara Beach was targeted 
by Soviet tactical nuclear weapons. (Michael Dobbs, One Minute to     
Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear 
War Alfred A. Knopf, 2008). 

The remainder of my time as an enlisted Marine was eventful. I was  
granted a Secretary of the Navy appointment from the ranks to the U. S. 
Naval Academy, followed by two tours of duty in Vietnam as a Marine 
Corps infantry officer. Following my second wound I was returned to the 
San Francisco Bay area for a two-year period of being put-back-together. 
Though I never lost contact with Mr. Howell I was now in a position to    
re- establish personal contact with someone I had come to consider a 
mentor. I bought several books by Churchill and about Churchill from Mr 
Howell. One day I asked him if he could find a fine copy of a first edition 
of The River War (Winston Spencer Churchill, The River War, An       
Historical Account of the Reconquest of the Soudan, 2 volumes (London: 
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1899)).  

The author with his mother Maxine McKay and their dog, Red, at 

home in Burlingame, CA, 1963. 

April 1972. Marine Barracks, U. S. Naval Station, Treasure Island, San Francisco, after my    

discharge from hospital from combat wounds received in Vietnam.  



He was successful. I subsequently acquired the Silver Library edition of The Story of the Malakand Field 
Force (Winston Spencer Churchill, The Story of the Malakand Field Force, An Episode of Frontier War 
(London, Longmans, Green, and Co., 1899)) for a very reasonable price. 

After I left hospital, I returned to full duty as an officer of the Marine Corps infantry, minus one eye. Prior to 
posting to Madrid, Spain, in 1973, as an Olmsted Scholar under the auspices of the George and Carol 
Olmsted Foundation, I paid a farewell visit to Mr. Howell. During this meeting we spoke extensively about 
my future; and he strongly encouraged me to write about my experiences. He also gave me, as a token of our 
relationship, one of 250 copies of Winston Churchill Addresses: (Addresses delivered in 1940 in the House of 
Commons to the People of Great Britain, and of France, by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 250 copies 
printed for Ransohoffs of San Francisco by The Grabhorn Press, 1940)). 

While studying in Spain I contacted International Churchill Societies (ICS) in the UK. Through ICS I came to 
hear about the proposed publication of The Collected Works of Sir Winston Churchill, Centenary Limited 
Edition, but ill afford the $2500.00 asking price. 

Upon completion of a scholarship at the Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid, I was ordered to the 3rd Marine Division in Okinawa, Japan. 
Since I would be passing through San Francisco, en route to the  
Western Pacific, I was keen to meet up again with my friend Warren 
Howell. When I entered John Howell – Books one day in August 1975, 
I immediately sighted one of Mr. Howell’s clerks carefully unpacking 
The Collected Works of Sir Winston Churchill, Centenary Limited 
Edition. 

When Mr Warren Howell saw me entering his beautifully appointed 
bookshop, he immediately invited me into his office. He asked me to 
sit down while he reached into the bottom left-hand drawer of his 
desk to pull out a thick semi-bound document marked TOP SECRET 
in red letters across the top. “Do you know what I’ve got here, John?” 
he inquired with an uncharacteristic twinkle in his eye. I told him that 
I did not have the slightest idea. “It’s the battleship gunfire support 
plan for the invasion of Okinawa,” he replied. I was aware of Mr. 
Howell’s proud service with the U. S. Navy in the Pacific during the 
Second World War, so I was not at all surprised at his recent             
acquisition. We then launched into what would be looked upon by a 
layman as an arcane discussion about the battle of Okinawa — a battle 
in which my father had also participated. 

I then made a tentative reference to the Churchill Collected Works, which I had seen upon entering the shop. 
He said, yes, he had acquired one set while on a recent trip to the 
United Kingdom. I asked if it was his intention to hold onto the set 
or to sell it. He said he would offer it up for sale, as he had not    
purchased it with any prospective buyer in mind. I told him that I 
would very much like to purchase the set. “It’s yours, John.” Now 
came the hard part — money. I explained that I was on orders to 
the Western Pacific and would like to propose that I pay the asking 
(and original) price of $2,500 over the thirteen months I would be 
deployed. I remember his immediate reply, “That won’t be a    
problem, John.” I asked him if he would like a written                 
confirmation. “Not at all, John; our hand-shake is quite enough for 
me. Send what you can during your deployment and the set is 
yours.” I assured him that I would have the set paid for before     
returning to the United States for further duty. As I arose to take 
my leave, still thanking him profusely, he wished me ‘fair winds 
and following seas’, and asked me if I wanted to have the set boxed 
up so that I could take it with me to Okinawa. I politely declined his 
kind offer. 

Portrait photo of Warren Howell. 

“Warren R. Howell at his desk at John Howell Books.” 



 

 

The Association thanks the following Muster patrons for 

their generous donations: 

 

 1stLt Edwin L. Barlow  Maj David A. Carver 

 CWO-4 Timothy A. Cook  CWO-5 Ronald Cookson 

 Desert Mustangs of Arizona Maj Joseph F. Featherston 

 George W. Holbert   Capt Robert R. LaLonde 

 Capt James C. Murphy  CWO-4 Anthony L. Perez 
 

That visit, sad to say, was the last time I saw Mr. 
Warren Howell. He died in January 1984, while 
I was in El Salvador. I had been posted there as 
the U. S. Naval Attaché. El Salvador was then in 
the throes of a nasty civil war. With the deepest 
regrets I was not able to attend Warren’s funeral 
— although the memory of having met that truly 
remarkable man will never fade away. 

 

This article © John C. McKay originally appeared 
in the 4th Quarter, 2014, issue of “Glow-Worm #24” 
Churchillians by-the-Bay [digital] newsletter. 

The 34-vol set of The Collected Works of Sir Winston Churchill,  

Centenary Limited Edition (Editorial note: in a splendid bookcase 

designed by John McKay.)  



Military Shopping Benefits Extended to 3 Million More 

As about 3 million more people will soon be eligible to shop at military stores, officials are working 

to make sure these new customers will have access to bases, and that the shelves will be stocked. 

Starting Jan. 1, all service-connected disabled veterans, Purple Heart recipients, former prisoners of 

war and primary veteran caregivers will be eligible to shop at commissaries and exchanges, and    

officials from three federal agencies are preparing the way. 

The newly eligible customers will also be able to use certain morale, welfare and recreation activities. 

It’s the largest patronage expansion in more than 60 years, said Virginia Penrod, principal deputy 

assistant secretary of defense for manpower and reserve affairs, who spoke at a recent meeting of the 

American Logistics Association. 

The departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Homeland Security have been planning for the 

expansion for more than six months, with four teams totaling about 70 people. Among other things, 

they’ve decided how the new customers will get access to military installations and to the stores;   

assessed the impact on the stores, and have been making plans to ensure enough products get to the 

shelves in the right assortment. 

The fiscal 2019 National Defense Authorization Act expanded the pool of eligible shoppers.             

Because the expansion also applies to Coast Guard facilities, the Department of Homeland Security 

has been involved. 

The law also included Medal of Honor recipients, but they already had shopping privileges.           

Previously, veterans with 100 percent service-connected disabilities were able to shop; now all with 

service-connected disabilities can shop. The benefit extends to MWR programs that are “revenue-

generating facilities,” according to the law. 

https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2019/02/08/military-stores-launch-effort-to-boost-their-buying-power-and-their-customers-savings/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2019/05/17/have-you-shopped-at-your-commissary-lately-savings-are-up-and-more-plans-are-in-the-works/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2019/05/28/more-than-200000-dhs-employees-have-this-new-benefit/


  

         CALLING ALL MUSTANGS 
 

Do you have an amusing story or anecdote about a   
Mustang you served with? Maybe a Sea Story or two? 
Perhaps something after the statutes of limitations has 
run out and you no longer have to worry about locking 
it up in front of the XO? Well, now’s your chance for 
fame & glory, or at least a byline recognition. Send 
your missive to the Mestengo editor so all of our   
members can enjoy it too. You can send it via email to: 
  
BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org or  
 
MCMA Mestengo 
PO Box 190 

                                Quantico, VA 22134-0190 
 
 

 

Mustang Continues to March 
 

Slick Katz 

President, USMC/Combat Helicopter & 

Tiltrotor Association 

Member, Marine Corps Mustang Association 

Deputy Sheriff, Brunswick County, NC 

 

Pvt-Col USMC 1968-2004 

mailto:BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org


FROM: THE SECRETARY 

WHAT TO DO WHEN A MUSTANG IS DECEASED… 

Unfortunately, the day comes for all of us.   As a member of the MCMA, we’d appreciate it if 
you would report the death of your beloved Mustang to the MCMA Business Manager via 
Phone (703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may 
update the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.   

 

 

MOVED RECENTLY OR CHANGED YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION… 

Life keeps us all busy and our best intentions get overcome and forgotten but if you have     
recently moved or changed an email address or purchased a new phone, we’d appreciate it if 
you would take a minute and report it to the MCMA Business Manager via Phone at          
(703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may update 
the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.   

 
The Mustang Association has implemented an email service called 
MailChimp to deliver Mustang Association related notices such as, 
Welcome Aboard messages to new members, the Mestengo, details 
regarding the annual Muster and Elections info regarding open       
Officer and Director positions, and any other important                 
communications we feel you should be kept aware of.  It is an          
inexpensive way for your Association to “get the word out” to the 

membership in a timely and cost-effective manner.  
 
You will normally receive a MailChimp email from the President, Secretary or Business Manager and 
are sent only as-needed.  PLEASE, do not delete these emails without reading first, and please do not 
“unsubscribe” from the service.  This is our only way of cost-effective communicating with Mustang  
Association members.  We’d also like to ask that you check your spam and junk folders periodically to 
make sure one of our important communications didn’t get sucked into the spam or junk folders by  
accident.  We try to always use either “MCMA” or “Mustang” in the subject-line of the email for easy 
identification of important communications from your Association.  Please keep an eye out for these 
important emails. 
 
P.S.  Please keep us posted of any email address changes by reporting them to the Business Manager so 
he can keep the database and Mailchimp current.   

Semper Fidelis! 

mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org
mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org


 
WELCOME ABOARD 

Capt Robert E. Adams, USPHS (Ret), The Villages, FL 

Maj Bruce J. Anich, USMC (Ret), Arlington, VA 

Maj Mark Ballinger, USMC (Ret), Oro Valley, AZ 

CWO-4 Mark Butkovich, USMCR (Ret), Aurora CO 

Maj Wayne A. Gantz, USMC, Glenwood, IA 

Maj Douglas W. Hagee, USMC (Ret), Yellville, AR 

Maj William Hall, USA (Ret), Clifton Park, NY 

LtCol Ron F. Karsten, USAR (Ret) Oregon City, OR 

1stLt Michael C. Knudson, USMC (Ret), Oceanside, CA 

CWO-4 Michael C. Sanchez, USMC (Ret), Bates City, MO 

LtCol Harry J. Tobin, USMC (Ret), Fayetteville, AR 

MCMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
   

 

Name:_________________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Email:______________________________________ 
Please Circle One 

USMC (Active) (Ret.); USMCR (Active) (Ret.); Marine Veteran; Other:______________________ 
 

Rank:__________________________ MOS:___________ Birthdate:_______________________ 
 
Dates Enlisted:___________________________ Dates Officer____________________________ 
 
Date Retired/Released from Active Duty:_____________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: $40 - 1 year ($35 renew) / $90 - 3 years 
 
Send payment to:  Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Inc. 
   PO Box 190 
   Quantico, VA 22134-0190  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

NEW RENEWAL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 15, 2019 the Desert Mustangs celebrated our 25th Anniversary 

at the Robson Ranch Retirement Community and Golf Resort.  Over 

twenty Mustangs and their spouses attended, along with a few special 

guests.  It was billed as a celebration but some business was conducted.  

We welcomed Cindey Blaydes a new member to the MCMA and Desert 

Mustangs and we recognized 1stSgt. David Ramirez and his wife Judy for their support of the      

Mustangs through the years as he is now retiring from teaching.  We also recognized CWO-5 Freddie 

Jordan and his wife, one of the other MCJROTC instructors and future member to MCMA and       

Desert Mustangs.  The meeting opened with cadets from the Casa Grande Union High School 

MCJROTC program presenting Colors.  A ceremony to remember all past Desert Mustangs was     

conducted with a reading of the Memorial Roll and tolling of the bell.  A special letter from the     

Governor of Arizona was read congratulating the Desert Mustangs for all their accomplishments  

during the past 25 years.  George Meegan painted a beautiful picture of a Mustang and it was         

presented to Sid Spurgeon, the Chapter founding father.  Throughout the meeting many                   

accomplishments were addressed.  John Culver has been instrumental in making available all kinds 

of Mustang gear to help raise funds for the Chapter.  George Meegan has been a key coordinator in 

setting up meetings, Bingo at the Vet Home and the BBQ at the Vet Home.  John O’Hara was         

recognized for having the vision to support the youth in the MCJROTC programs across the State.  

Jim Geiser has written many articles, researched Marine    history and sat on committees to highlight 

the Marines and establish memorials.  After lunch the last order of business was conducted with the 

election of the next slate of officers:  Mark Blaydes-President, George Meegan-Vice President, John 

Culver-2nd Vice President, Jim Geiser-Treasurer and Cindey Blaydes-Secretary.  A highlight of the 

meeting was having MCMA President Alex Childress present and addressing the Chapter.  His plan 

ahead was well received.  Several displays were set up.  John O’Hara brought a moving picture and 

display that caught everyone’s attention.  Photos from the last 25 years were also displayed with the 

Charter and Desert Mustang Pipe.  And no one will   forget the handmade chocolate made by Iva 

Spurgeon. 

In all, it was a great time to reflect about the last 25 years.  More importantly it was the catalyst for 

the next 25 years!  I encourage all Mustangs, whether in Arizona or not….join or set up a Chapter!!  

Look at the smiling faces on this group.  I know it’s hard but it doesn’t take much to get involved.  If 

enough people volunteer to work at it, it becomes easier.  At our 50th Anniversary meeting of the    

Desert Mustangs, let’s have five more Chapters celebrating their 25th!!!!! 

Semper Fi, Marines 

Mark C. Blaydes, President- Desert Mustangs  



 

Mustang Honor Roll 

LtCol Andrew  DeBona 

Rancho Mirage, CA 

6 February 2018 

Maj Lowell L. Bruce 

November 2018 

Capt John W. Davis, Jr.  
Jacksonville, NC 

3 August 2019 

 

 Do you have something you would like to share with your fellow Mustangs?  Send your   

articles/photos to BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org by the dates listed     

below for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the Mestengo. 

        

     10 December 2019 

LtCol Paul L. Hirt 

Past President 

Falls Church, VA  

10 August 2019 

CWO-4 Ivan D. Puett  

Oceanside, CA 

17 September 2019 

Maj Paul J. Roosen 

Aiken, SC 

19 July 2019 

CWO Frank J. Walley 

Tempe, AZ 

Capt Charles J. Weins 

November 2018 

CWO-4 Edmund A. Wickenheiser, Jr. 

Columbia, PA 

6 May 2019 
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Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong? 

Please let us know your new address! 

Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections! 

And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number 
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip 
code! 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The principal purpose of the Marine Corps   

Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and 

provide career enhancing support for Marine   

Officers and Associate Members from other   

military services who have enlisted Marine Corps 

experience. We are an organization made up    

primarily of Mustang Officers with a broad   

spectrum of successful military and civilian     

experience. We pursue this mission through  

mentoring, networking and facilitating             

relationships that assist Mustang Officers in their 

careers and civilian transitions. We provide a 

venue of sharing lessons-learned in occupational 

fields and industry initiatives that support the 

mission of the United States Marine Corps. 


