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U.S. RETURNS 10,000 ACRES OF
OKINAWAN TRAINING AREA TO JAPAN

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21, 2016—
The return of land on Okinawa’s
Northern Training Area will reduce
the footprint of U. S. forces on the
Japanese island by 20 percent, of-
ficials in Japan said in late December.

U.S. forces returned title to 10,000
acres of the training area during
a ceremony hosted by Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at his
office in Tokyo. U. S. Ambassador
to Japan Caroline Kennedy and
Air Force LtGen. Jerry Martinez,
Commander of U. S. Forces Japan,
attended the ceremony.

During the ceremony, Kennedy said
the transfer marks a milestone in the
U. S.-Japan alliance.

“This return will reduce our foot-
print in Okinawa by about 20 percent,
and it is an important step in the
Okinawa consolidation plan, which
will eventually result in the transfer
of 60 acres of land south of Kadena
Air Base,” she said.

The transfer demonstrates the U. S.
commitment to reducing the impact
on the citizens of Japan who live
on Okinawa while still maintaining
commitments to the defense of Ja-
pan, the Ambassador added.

“Most importantly, on behalf of
the United States government and
the American people, [ would like to
express our deep gratitude to all the
communities in Japan — especially
those in Okinawa — that host United

States bases,” Kennedy said.

“Our service men and women are
honored to live in these communities
as they undertake their mission for
the defense of Japan and the security
of the Asia-Pacific region. Japan and
the United States are the closest of
allies, and our global partnership is
a force for peace and stability.”

During his visit to Japan Dec.
7, Defense Secretary Ash Carter
emphasized the importance of the
land return.

“We’re also realigning our joint
force posture in Japan, relocating
Marines to Guam and reducing our
footprint on Okinawa while main-
taining the personnel and capabilities
needed to keep Japan and the region
secure,” he said during a joint news
conference with Defense Minister
Tomomi Inada.

“We appreciate the government of
Japan’s continued commitment to
this project.”

Largest Land Return

Carter said the land return is the
largest since 1972, when the United
States returned sovereignty over the
island to Japan. U. S. forces captured
the island from Japan in April 1945
in a costly battle.

“Regarding the realignment of
U. S. forces in Japan, we still have
issues remaining that need to be ad-
dressed,” Inada said, noting that she

-See OKINAWA, Page 4-

VA Representatives
Provided Guidance
at New Orleans Muster

by Tony Cerrillo
2016 Muster Chairman

Greetings fellow Mustangs!

I hope all enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas and New Year celebration.
I would like to share a “good news
story” with you from our last Muster.

First, let me set the stage. When
Col. Eddie Ray and I developed the
concept for the 2016 Muster, our vi-
sion was based on the strategic direc-
tion of our Association. The strategic
plan was developed by our Board
of Directors, based on Col. Ray’s
SWOT Analysis (Identify Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats).
The analysis is discussed in our past
MESTENGO newsletters which the
reader is welcome view on the web-
site. For brevity, I will highlight the
one strategic objective pertinent to
this letter.

One of our strategic objectives was
to make the New Orleans Reunion
relevant to the membership. Find
common threads which are relevant
to all members (active duty, reserve,
retired, veterans and other services).
The common thread in this particular
case was the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA).

We contacted the office of the VA
Regional Director in New Orleans,
Mr. Bologna.

-See MUSTER, Puage 5-
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