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Marines in the Great War 

U.S. Marines in France, circa 1918 

November 11, 2018: Celebrating the Centennial of the end of  

World War I  

Prior to World War I, the Marine Corps was considered the “Navy’s police force” and “State Department 
troops.” Consisting primarily of small naval security detachments, they rarely fielded a force larger than 
a company. That all changed with the explosive growth of US military forces in 1917 to be sent “over 
there.” Marines sent to France were part of the American Expeditionary Force, not at all welcomed by 
the US Army or General John ‘Blackjack’ Pershing, the overall US commander. Initially, the Army   
wanted to use Marines solely as laborers and replacements for Army units. The German spring offensive 
of 1918 forced the issue.  
 
This article gives insight into how the Marine Corps changed from a small naval expeditionary service to 
become the premier land combat force we know today. Courtesy of the Research Branch, Marine Corps 
History Division.    
 

Continued on Page 4 
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ON THIS DAY... 

October 1, 1880—John Philip Sousa was named leader of the 

Marine Band. 

October 12, 1917—The 1st Marine Aviation Squadron and 1st 

Marine Aeronautic Company formed at Philadelphia. 

October 25, 1915—MCRD at Norfolk was moved and             

established at Parris Island, SC. 

November 4, 1948—Col Katherine Towle became the first   

Director of Women Marines. 

November 15, 1950—Elements of the 1stMarDiv reached the 

Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. 

November 29, 1804—Lt Presley O’Bannon and seven Marines 

landed in Alexandria, Egypt. 

December 1, 1947—The Corps’ first helicopter squadron,  

HMX-1, was commissioned at Quantico. 

December 9, 1968—The 1st, 5th, 7th, and 26th Marine        

Regiments participated in Operation Meade River in Vietnam. 

December 17, 2001—Marines raised 9/11 World Trade Center 

flag over Kandahar airport. 



FROM: THE PRESIDENT  

CWO-4 Alex J. Childress, USMC (Ret) 

Semper Fidelis! 

Alex Childress 

Seasons Greetings Mustangs! 

At this special time of year when our hearts are filled by 

the joys of Yuletide, this Christmas season the message of 

peace on earth and good will to all comes as renewed hope 

to a troubled world. Marines know too well that the        

establishment and maintenance of peace often exacts a 

heavy toll. This holiday season again finds many of our 

Marines and Sailors serving in harm’s way in austere   

locales around the globe or just returning home from the 

fight abroad.  

As we gather together with our families and remember our many personal blessings this holiday 

season, we should also take a moment to remember how truly fortunate our Country is to have 

the remarkable men and women of our Armed Forces who continue to serve so courageously and 

so selflessly. As I extend my very best wishes for a joyous holiday, it remains my fervent prayer 

that God will bless our dedicated service and use it that peace may come to all.  

My wife Kim and I sincerely wish all Mustangs and Mustang families a memorable and          

wonderful holiday season with much prosperity and good health in the New Year. May God bless 

our great Country and each and every one of you, and may God bless our Marines and Sailors 

serving around the world and their families at home. 



  

 

Continued from front page 
 
The achievements of the 4th Marine Brigade on the battlefields of      
Europe, as one of the two infantry brigades of the Second Division, US 
Army, comprised the major effort of the Marine Corps in Europe during 
World War I.  The 5th Regiment of Marines had landed in France with 
the first expedition of American troops in June 1917, and by February 
1918, with the arrival of the 6th Marine Regiment and 6th Marine     
Machine Gun Battalion, the 4th Marine Brigade was brought up to full 
strength. 
 
On 14 March 1918, the 4th Brigade commenced movement into         
subsectors of the Verdun front, the first units entering the front line 
during the night of 16-17 March.  The Marines remained on this          
relatively quiet front until 14 May, when the 4th Brigade relocated to 
the vicinity of Chaumont en Vixen, where intensive training was         
undertaken in anticipation of being assigned to an active front.  It was 
here that the Marines received sudden orders to move to the Chateau-
Thierry sector. 
 
In late May 1918, the Germans launched their third offensive, crossed the Chemin-des-Dames, captured 
Soissons, and on the last day of May, were advancing down the Marne Valley in the direction of            
Paris.  The startling success of this German attack caused the Allies to throw the Second Division,         
including the 4th Marine Brigade, into the front lines, blocking the German advance in the Chateau-
Thierry sector. 
 
The fighting in this sector was divided into two parts, one a stubborn defensive action lasting a week, and 
the other a vicious offensive.  The end of the Aisne defensive operation (31 May – 5 June) found the front 
line well established at that point of the Marne salient nearest to Paris.  On 6 June the Allies took the   
initiative away from the Germans and started an offensive that did not end until 1 July. 
 
On the first day of the attack, the Marine Brigade captured Hill 142 and Bouresches in bitter fighting.  By 
26 June, the Marines had finished clearing the Germans out of Bois de Belleau (Belleau Wood).  During 
these 31 days of constant fighting, the Marines suffered 9,063 casualties, 1,062 battle deaths and 7,253 

wounded.  The French Army in appreciation of the valor of the 4th   
Brigade, officially renamed Belleau Wood as the “Bois de la Brigade de 
Marine.” 
 
After being relieved during the night of 5-6 July, the Marine Brigade 
moved to an area in the rear of the front lines and occupied the Line of 
Defense, or Army Line, with headquarters at Nanteuil-sur-Marne.  It 
remained until 16 July. 
 
On 17 July 1918, the Marines along with other Allied units, were       
hurriedly and secretly led on forced night marches over jammed roads, 
through rain and mud, to a point near Soissons.  Early on the morning 
of 18 July, the 5th Marine Regiment, in coordination with other Allied 
units, began a major offensive.  Sweeping the Germans through the 
woods before them, the Marines soon captured Translon and Verte 
Feuille Farms, halting their onward rush only after the enemy managed 
to reinforce their defense line running south through Vierzy. 
 
The attack had succeeded so well that another advance was ordered the 
same afternoon.  When the advancing Marines finally stopped for the 

night, the front lines had pushed to nearly a mile east of Vierzy.  By this time, the 5th Marine Regiment 
was so completely exhausted that it could make no further effort. 
 



 
 
The 6th Marine Regiment, from its initial position in reserve, had moved to the front.  When a continuation 
of the attack was made on 19 July, the 6th Marines moved out in attack on a front of about 2,500 yards, 
with the first battalion leading on the right, the second on the left, and the third in support.  The objective 
was still the same, the Soissons-Chateau-Thierry road, and the Germans were making every effort to 
strengthen the line to stop the Allies’ advance before it reached this strategic position. 
 
The Marines, with insufficient artillery support, advanced across the level ground without any concealment 
and in perfect view of the enemy.  The German artillery, with ample air observation, promptly put down a 
destructive fire upon the advancing Marines, which, together with machine gun fire, virtually slaughtered 
the ranks of the leading battalions.  The enemy’s strongly organized position in Tigny soon stopped the    
advance of the first battalion.  The second battalion managed to reach the shelter of the woods about five 
hundred yards west of Villemontoire. 
 
The losses to the original front line battalions averaged more than 50 percent.  Since it was hopeless for the 
decimated regiment to attempt further advance without reinforcements, the Marines were ordered to dig in 
during the early afternoon.  That night, the entire 4th Marine Brigade 
was relieved from their positions on the front lines. 
 
Remaining in a reserve position until 22 July, the 4th Brigade, after   
final relief from this active sector, billeted in an area around Nateuil-le-
Haudouin.  It remained there until 31 July. 
 
On 5 August, the Marine Brigade began movement for the occupation of 
the Marbache subsector, near Pont-a-Mousson, on the Moselle Riv-
er.  The movement was completed on 8 August.  The sector was quiet 
and the Marines’ stay on the front line was uneventful except for an en-
emy raid which was successfully repulsed. 
 
The relief of the Marines from the Marbache sector was completed on 
18 August, and the brigade moved to an area about 20 kilometers 
southeast of Toul, where intensive training for the impending St. Mihiel 
offensive took place.  Starting the night of 2 September, the brigade   
relocated itself outside of Manonville in a series of night marches. 
 
During the period 12-16 September, the Marines were engaged in the  
St. Mihiel offensive in the vicinity of Remenauville, Thiaucourt, 
Zammes, and Jaulny.  On the evening of the 13th, the Marine Brigade 
took over the entire front line of the advance.  During the rest of the operation, the task of the Marines was 
to drive back the German outposts in front of the St. Mihiel position.  Marine losses in this offensive totaled 
132 killed and 574 wounded. 
 
In September, the brigade moved to an area south of Toul, with headquarters at Chaudenay.  It remained in 
this area until 25 September, when it moved by rail to an area south of Chalons-sur-Marne, with           
headquarters at Barry. 
 
At the urgent request of Marshal Ferdinand Foch, the Second Division, including the 4th Marine Brigade, 
was now temporarily placed at the disposal of the Fourth French Army to assist in breaking through the 
powerful German defenses.  On 28 September, the 4th Brigade moved by bus and foot to the Souain-
Suippes area.  The general plan provided for an attack by the whole French Army between the Argonne and 
the Suippes River. 
 
On 1 October, the Marines, along with the rest of the Second Division, marched to the front line near 
Somme-Py and relieved elements of a French Division. 



   

 
The Second Division had been given a front of more than three 
miles on which to attack early on the morning of 3 October.  It 
put both of its infantry brigades on the line, with the 4th Marine 
Brigade on the left, with sectors covering Blanc Mont Ridge.  The 
6th Marine Regiment led the advance for the brigade in a column 
of battalions on a front of approximately one mile.  The 2d      
Battalion led the assault with the 1st and 3d Battalions               
following.  During the attack, the 1st Battalion had to assault a 
strongly organized German machine gun nest, called the “Essen 
Hook,” in the French sector, which the Marines captured and 
turned over to the French. 
 
On 4 October the 5th Marine Regiment passed through the 6th 
Marine Regiment to continue the attack.  The advancing Marines 
were subjected to extremely severe casualties as a result of   
flanking machine gun and harassing artillery fire; over 1,100   
Marines were casualties that day.  Early the next morning, the 
6th Marines passed through the lines held by the 5th Marines 
and continued the attack.  Finally, on the morning of the 6th, the 
1st Battalion, 6th Marines captured the ridge. 
 
By this time, the Second Division had again expended its utmost 

effort and was overdue for relief, but the 1st Battalion, 6th Marines was now assigned the task of capturing 
St. Etienne.  On 8 October, its 76th Company succeeded in taking the town, and despite reduced numbers, 
managed to hold this advanced position during a German counterattack that night.  The relief of Marine 
units on the Champagne sector was finally completed on 10 October.  During the week of almost            
continuous combat in this sector, the Marine Brigade suffered 494 killed and 1,864 wounded. 
 
After a brief period of rest, the 4th Marine Brigade, again as part of the Second Division, moved into the 
front lines just south of Landres-et-St. George on the night of  30-31 October, to participate in the           
immense Meuse-Argonne offensive, which had started on 26 September.  Early on the morning of 1       
November, the Brigade, following a terrific artillery barrage, began an assault for its final operation of the 
war.  At the conclusion of hostilities at 1100 hours on the morning on 11 November 1918, Marines were 
firmly established on the heights of the far bank of the Meuse River, after an advance of 30 kilometers. 
 
After the formal signing of the Armistice, the Marines participated in the march to the Rhine, where they 
became part of the Army of German Occupation.  Their stay on the Rhine was uneventful, except for an 
incident in June 1919.  At this time, serious friction in the Peace Conference resulted in the Marines, along 
with other units of the Second Division, advancing two days march to the east.  They were soon            
withdrawn, however, to their former positions along the Rhine after final agreement with the German  
delegates was made.  The Marines began their return to the States in the middle of June 1919, arriving 
home in August. 
 
The 5th Marine Brigade, organized at Quantico in September of 1918 and consisting of the 11th and 13th 
Regiments and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion, also served in France, but did not engage in combat.  The 
13th Regiment arrived at Brest, France, on 25 September 1918; all units of the 11th Regiment were in 
France by 25 October, and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion arrived at Brest on 9 November. 
 
Upon arrival in France, the 5th Marine Brigade was assigned to the Service of Supply, which was in need 
of dependable troops for guard duty.  The 13th Regiment soon found itself scattered, and doing guard duty 
along with the western coast of France, while the 11th Regiment was stationed in the general area of 
Tours.  There it performed similar duties, such as guarding the aviation training center at Issouden, and 
furnishing some companies for military police duty.  The brigade machine gun battalion was stationed at 
Camp Pontanezan, Brest.  The units of the 5th Marine Brigade continued to perform these general duties 
until July 1919, when they assembled at Brest and returned to the United States early in August. 
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WELCOME ABOARD 

 
Capt Robert R. Back, USMC (Ret), New Port Richey, FL 

CWO-4 Wayne S. Blackwood, USMCR, Bowie, MD 
CAPT Randy S. Brinkmann, USN, (Ret), Saint Louis, MO 

Capt Ana M. Delvalle, USMC, Woodbridge, VA   
CWO-3 Bruce N. Johnson, USMCR (Ret), Barrington, IL 

Maj Joe H. Morris, USMC (Ret), Wesley Chapel, FL 
CWO-3 Jeffrey Moyer, USMC (Ret), Denver, CO 

Capt Scott W. Muryasz, Marine Veteran, Canton, CT 
Maj Michael L. Schaffer, USMCR (Ret), Brockport, NY 

CWO-4 William Smith, USMC (Ret), Riverview, FL 
LtCol Patrick J. Toal, USMC, Spotsylvania, VA 

CWO-2 Donald F. Woodworth, USMC (Ret), Livonia, MI 

 
Although the battle record of the 4th Marine Brigade, as part of the Second Division, overshadowed all  
other activities of Marine Corps personnel in Europe during World War I, officers and men of the Marine 
Corps participated in the conflict in other ways.  Marine detachments served on all battleships and cruisers 
operating in the European theater.  In addition, from early August 1918 to the date of demobilization, the 
Commanding General of the Second Division and several officers on his staff were Marines.  At various 
times, Marine officers were attached to the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, Twenty-Sixth, Thirty-
second, Thirty-fifth, Ninetieth, and Ninety-second Divisions, and in some cases engaged in operations with 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marine aviation personnel also served in France as the Day Wing of the Northern Bombing Group of the 
Navy.  The Day Wing carried out 14 independent raids far behind the enemy lines, and brought back       
valuable information.  A few Marine officers and enlisted men engaged in Army aviation operations, and 
about 20 Marine officers were sent to France as observers, and participated in operations with American, 
French, and British forces.  While in Europe, the Marine fliers served with Squadrons 213 (pursuit     
squadron), 217 and 218 (bombing squadrons), Royal Flying Corps of England, and with pursuit,               
observation and bombing squadrons of the French Flying Corps. 
 
On “land, air, and sea,” the American people could be justifiably proud of the performance of their Marine 
Corps in World War I. 
 
Reference Branch 
Marine Corps History Division 
2007 

Marine aviators 



FROM: THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

2019 Muster/Reunion Notice 

Plan to join us and attend the Marine Corps Mustang Association’s 34th Muster, this year a Joint 

Muster with 3rd MarDiv Association, 17-22 September 2019 in Branson, MO.  The hotel reservation link, 

tour information and registration form starts on page  12.  We are sharing the hotel with the 3rd MarDiv. 

Please be sure to check the box that you’re a Marine Corps Mustang attendee! See you there.  

For more information, contact James R. Casey at (703) 349-0893, or email at       

BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org, or visit our website at www.MarineCorpsMustang.org or        

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MarineCorpsMustangAssociation/ for details.    

WHAT TO DO WHEN A MUSTANG IS DECEASED… 

Unfortunately, the day comes for all of us.   As a member of the MCMA, we’d appreciate it if 
you would report the death of your beloved Mustang to the MCMA Business Manager via 
Phone (703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may 
update the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.   

 

 

MOVED RECENTLY OR CHANGED YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION… 

Life keeps us all busy and our best intentions get overcome and forgotten but if you have     
recently moved or changed an email address or purchased a new phone, we’d appreciate it if 
you would take a minute and report it to the MCMA Business Manager via Phone at          
(703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may update 
the membership directory.  Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.   

 

The Desert Mustangs are in the planning stages for their 25th Anniversary to be held in 2019. The 

event will be held in Casa Grande City, south of Phoenix, AZ, which is a central point for our membership. 

The event is tentatively scheduled for mid-May. More details to follow so check back often, or contact 

George at gbmeegan@icloud.com.  

mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org
mailto:BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org


MCMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
   

 

Name:_________________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Email:______________________________________ 
Please Circle One 

USMC (Active) (Ret.); USMCR (Active) (Ret.); Marine Veteran; Other:______________________ 
 

Rank:__________________________ MOS:___________ Birthdate:_______________________ 
 
Dates Enlisted:___________________________ Dates Officer____________________________ 
 
Date Retired/Released from Active Duty:_____________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: $40 - 1 year ($35 renew) / $90 - 3 years 
 
Send payment to:  Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Inc. 
   PO Box 190 
   Quantico, VA 22134-0190  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

NEW RENEWAL 

There is a new report out from The National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, Medicine that has moved Hypertension to the 
“sufficient” category.  This means it has been upgraded as having a 
link to Agent Orange.  The VA has been asked to add it to the list of 
presumptive diseases associated with AO.  

  

Rather than summarizing all the info, go to                                   
https://www.vawatchdog.org/  

  

Read the info and reasons by the site moderator, starting with the  
sentence “Are you a Vietnam Veteran?” He lays out the reasons you 
should file immediately if you suffer from hypertension.  

  

Below is the report link for the Academies.  

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=25137  

 

Semper Fi, 

Michael Madden 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mustang Honor Roll 

Capt George B. Search 

Green Valley, AZ 

September 11, 2018 

Capt Roger W. Daigger 

Tomball, TX 

October 26, 2018 

Mary “Sue” Haley 

Tucson, AZ 

November 3, 2018 

The Association thanks the following members for their generous donations: 

 

 Gen Alfred M. Gray   CWO-4 Anthony L. Perez 

 CWO-4 David A. Kobaska  CWO-4 Robert A. Villalobos 

 

 Do you have something you would like to share with your fellow Mustangs?  Send your   

articles/photos to BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org by the dates listed     

below for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the Mestengo. 

 

 10 March 2019    10 September 2019 

 10 June 2019     10 December 2019 



Radisson Hotel Branson, MO 

 
(417) 335-5767 

 
www.radisson.com/thirdmarinesdivision  

 
Location 

120 Wildwood Drive South, Branson, MO  65616 
 

Reservation Information 
Please call the number above and reference the Third Marine Division Association. Or you can use the 
above link to make reservations. 
 
Group Name:  Third Marine Division Association 
Reunion Dates: September 15-21 2019 
Rate:  $107 plus tax (currently 11.6%).  The rate includes a hot breakfast daily 

At check-in guests will be required to post a valid credit card to secure their individual room accounts.  

Cut off Date: 8/15/19 *Late reservations will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis* 

Cancellation Policy:  A refundable deposit equal to the first night's room and tax will be authorized on 
your credit card at the time of the reservation to guarantee your reservation.  The deposit will be applied to 
the guest hotel bill or refunded only if the reservation is cancelled a minimum of 48 hours prior to the 
scheduled arrival date.  Reservations cancelled after 48 hours prior to arrival will not be refunded the     
deposit of one night’s room and tax.  Cancellations must be made through the same reservation channel 
that you originally booked the room. 

Parking & Airport Shuttle Information 
The Radisson Branson offers free parking for all guests.  The hotel does not offer shuttle service to the 
Springfield Airport.   
There are several options for transportation: 

Rental cars – while there is no specific discount for the 3MARDIV, all major car rental companies     
operate at the Springfield Airport 

Branson Limo Service - 417-331-1316   www.bransonlimoservice.com 
Fisk Limo Service – 417-862-2900  www.fisk.limo 

 
Wheelchair Rental 

ScootAround rents both manual and power wheelchairs by the day and week.  Please call (888) 441-7575 
or visit www.scootaround.com to make reservations or for more information. 

http://www.radisson.com/thirdmarinesdivision
http://www.bransonlimoservice.com
http://www.fisk.limo
http://www.scootaround.com


 

SHOWBOAT BRANSON BELLE 

LUNCH CRUISE 

Wednesday, September 18 

The Showboat Branson Belle presents an         
unforgettable experience for your entire group, 
especially since they are celebrating their 20th   
anniversary with a new show and menu! Themed 
after the majestic showboats of the 1800s, the 
Showboat Branson Belle evokes the spirit of a  
bygone era when river boat adventure, glamorous 
travel and dazzling entertainment converged into 
what we remember as ‘Those Grand Old      
Showboatin’ Days!’ Your 2-hour cruise on       
magnificent Table Rock Lake includes a delicious 
3-course meal (with roast beef and chicken)  
freshly prepared in the ship's galley and the      
exciting variety production Celebrate featuring 
singing, dancing, comedy, and more.  We’ll hold 
the Memorial Service on board the Belle prior to 
the lunch cruise. 

0945 board bus, 1445 back at hotel  

$79/Person includes bus, escort, and cruise. 

 
 

#1 HITS OF THE 60’s 

Thursday, September 19 

#1 Hits of the 60’s, voted Branson’s Best Matinee 
Show in 2015 and 2016, is better than ever.  With 
over 100 costume changes, fun video, and a    
talented cast, you’ve got the recipe for the show 
dubbed, “The Most Fun You’ll have in Branson.” 
Join in on the non-stop, high energy party as they 
take you back to the days of the Beach Boys,   
British Invasion, Motown, and the Age of Aquarius 
with music, dance, and a very special tribute to the 
Vietnam Veterans.  You’ll hear a few songs from 
the 70s too.  Oh, to be young again! 

1300 board bus, 1645 back at hotel  
$59/Person includes bus, escort, and show.    

 

VETERANS MEMORIAL MUSEUM / 

BRANSON LANDING 

Friday, September 20 

This privately-owned museum contains over 
2000 artifacts in ten display rooms, covering 
WWI through Desert Storm.  For those who 
lived through these times, the memories 
brought back are vivid and overwhelming.  The 
hallmark of the museum is the world’s largest 
war memorial bronze sculpture – over seventy 
feet in length weighing over fifteen tons!  It    
depicts fifty life-sized soldiers (one from each 
state) storming the beach.  For lunch and  
shopping, we’ll head to Branson Landing,  
Branson’s premier waterfront shopping area.  
Stores include Bass Pro Shop and Belk anchor 
stores, among many other specialty shops.  
You’ll have a wide variety of choices for lunch.  

0930 board bus, 1330 back at the hotel 

$39/Person includes bus, escort, and  

admission.  Lunch on your own. 
 
 

SIX SHOW 

Friday, September 20 

See the show that everyone is talking about!  
The cast is six brothers, and everything is done 
a cappella.  The variety show includes many 
music genres, so it appeals to everyone.  Their 
intense high-octane energy, electrifying stage 
presence, and powerhouse vocals combine to 
create a truly amazing entertainment             
experience.  Critically acclaimed and dubbed as 
“an orchestra of human voices” and “masters of 
showmanship,” these multi-talented brothers 
sound like a band using only their mouths!   

1900 board bus, 2245 back at hotel 

$59/person includes bus, escort, and show. 
 
 

BRANSON MILL CRAFT VILLAGE 

Saturday, September 21 

What better way for ladies to form bonds and 
friendships than to go shopping together!  The 
Branson Mill is a 40,000 square feet working 
craft village devoted to craftsmen            
demonstrating their skills in everything from 
leather carving, pottery, painting, silver smith, 
and much more.  All located under one roof, 
you can poke in and out of various shops     
featuring garden décor, jewelry, artwork,       
antiques, soaps, and the list goes on.  If you’d 
like, gather with the ladies at 1100 in Tequila's 
2 Mexican restaurant on property for lunch on 
your own.   

0930 board bus, 1230 back at hotel   

$18/Person includes shuttle bus.   

Lunch on your own. 

 

Driver and Staff gratuities are  
not included in the tour prices. 

 
Please plan to be at the bus boarding area  

at least five minutes prior to the scheduled time. 
 

All tours require a minimum of 35 people         
per bus,  

http://www.silverdollarcity.com/showboat-branson/dining.aspx
http://www.silverdollarcity.com/showboat-branson/shows.aspx


THIRD MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SEPTEMBER 17-22, 2019 

RADISSON HOTEL BRANSON 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

 1200   Hospitality Room open throughout the reunion 

 1300 -   1800 Reunion Registration open 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

 1000 -    1800 Reunion Registration Open 

 0945 -    1445 SHOWBOAT BRANSON BELLE LUNCH CRUISE & MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 1700 -    1930 Cash Bar Reception 

 1700 -    1900 Welcome Meet & Greet with pizza, salad and cobbler 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

 0900 -    0930 Memorial Scholarship Fund Meeting 

 1000 -    1100 Finance Committee Meeting 

 1000 -    1200 Reunion Registration open 

 1300 -    1645 #1 HITS OF THE 60’s 

 1500 -    1800 Reunion Registration open 

 1730 -    1800 Banquet Table Reservation Sheets will be collected 

 1900   Unit Meetings 

 1900   For those not involved in unit meetings, meet in the Hospitality Room 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

 0930 -    1330 VETERANS MEMORIAL MUSEUM/ BRANSON LANDING 

 1000 -    1200 Reunion Registration open 

 1400 -    1630 Board of Directors Meeting 

 1500 -    1700 Reunion Registration open 

 1530 -    1600 Banquet Table Reservation Sheets will be collected 

 1900 -    2245 SIX SHOW 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

 0900 -    1200 Membership Business Meeting & Memorial Service 

 0930 -    1230 LADIES TRIP TO BRANSON MILL CRAFT VILLAGE 

 1230 -    1300 Board of Directors Organizational Meeting 

 1300 -    1400 Chapter Presidents Meeting 

 1600 -  Catholic Mass at Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 

 1730 -    1800 Reunion Registration open 

 1800 -    1900 Cash Bar Reception 

 1900 -  Banquet/ Program 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

 0700 -    0730 Protestant Church Service 

 0800 -  Catholic Mass at Lady of the Lake Catholic Church (& 1030) 

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. 

For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFR) shall process a full 

refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($10/person).  Attendees canceling reunion activities after the cut-off 

date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR’s vendor commitments and guarantees will allow, less the non-refundable 

AFR registration fee.  Cancellations will only be taken Monday through Friday from 9am until 4pm ET, excluding holidays. 

Please call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code.  Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after 

reunion.  Canceling your hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.    



THIRD MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM – SEPTEMBER 17-22, 2019 

Listed below are registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion.  Please enter how many people will be participating in each event and total the amount. Send that   

amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or money order.  Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation.  Returned checks will   

be charged a $20 fee. You may also register online and pay by credit card at www.afr-reg.com/3mar2019  (3.5% fee added to credit card transactions).  All forms and   

payments must be received by mail on or before August 15, 2019.  After 8/15, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis.  We suggest you make a copy of   

this form before mailing.  Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form.  

        

  Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.                      OFFICE USE ONLY 

  322 Madison Mews                      Check #  _______ Date Received _________  

  Norfolk, VA 23517                           Inputted _________     Nametag Completed _____ 

  ATTN:  THIRD MARINE DIVISION     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DATE/TIME ACTIVITY $ PER  

PERSON 

# OF  

PEOPLE 

TOTAL 

Wed, 9/18 – 0945-1445 SHOWBOAT BRANSON BELLE LUNCH CRUISE $ 79   $ 

1700-1900 WELCOME MEET & GREET (pizza, salad and cobbler) $ 19   $ 

Thursday, 9/19- 1300-1645 #1 HITS OF THE 60’s $ 59   $ 

Friday, 9/20 – 0930-1330 VETERANS MUSEUM / BRANSON LANDING $ 39   $ 

1900-2245 SIX SHOW $ 59   $ 

Saturday, 9/15 –  0930-1230 LADIES TRIP TO BRANSON MILL CRAFT VILLAGE $ 18   $ 

 

 1900-2200 

Annual Banquet (Cash Bar Reception at 1800) 

Please choose your entrée for the Saturday Banquet: 

      

  Beef Medallion & Champagne Chicken Dual Plate $ 45   $ 

  Grilled Salmon $ 45   $ 

  Vegetarian Eggplant Parmesan $ 45   $ 

  Child’s Plate (ages 4-12) $ 14   $ 

 

Price if received by 8/15/19 

REGISTRATION FEES 
MANDATORY PER PERSON REGISTRATION FEE 

  

$ 25 

    

$ 

 

Price if received by 8/15/19 

REGISTRATION FEE for kids under 18, Active Duty, WWII 

Vets & their spouses, and Medal of Honor Recipients. 

FREE     

Price if postmarked after 8/15/19 LATE REGISTRATION FEE (no exemptions) $ 35   $ 

  ONSITE PER PERSON REGISTRATION FEE. 

This applies to all onsite registrations.  No exceptions, no          

exemptions.  PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE. 

$ 45   $ 

Total Amount due to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.     $ 

PLEASE  PRINT  NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR NAMETAG 

 

FIRST _______________________________________LAST ___________________________________________________ 

  
CIRCLE: WWII / KOREA / VIETNAM  / GULF WAR / ACTIVE DUTY /PEACETIME    1st  TIME ATTENDEE?  YES r NO r 

 

❑ 3
rd

 MARINE DIV. ATTENDEE?  UNIT INFO (EXAMPLE:  1/3, 3/3, 12
th
 Marines, etc.) ______________________________ 

 

❑ MARINE CORPS MUSTANG ATTENDEE?  RANK (EXAMPLE:  Capt., LtCol, CWO-4, etc.) ________________________ 

 

SPOUSE & GUEST NAMES (IF ATTENDING)________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY_____________________________ STATE __________________ ZIP________________________________________ 

 

PH. NUMBER (________)_________-__________   EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________@_________________ 

 

DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS_____________________________________________________________________ 

(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee directly with hotel) 

 

MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE 
IN BUS TRIPS?  YES   NO  (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).    

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT_________________________________________ PH. NUMBER (_______)_______-__________ 

file:///E:/3MAR Registration Form Final.doc


National Headquarters 

MARINE CORPS MUSTANG ASSOCIATION, Inc.  

Post Office Box 190 

Quantico, VA 22134-0190 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Quantico, VA 22134 
PERMIT NO. 1000 

 

Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong? 

Please let us know your new address! 

Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections! 

And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number 
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip 
code! 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The principal purpose of the Marine Corps   

Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and 

provide career enhancing support for Marine   

Officers and Associate Members from other   

military services who have enlisted Marine Corps 

experience. We are an organization made up    

primarily of Mustang Officers with a broad   

spectrum of successful military and civilian     

experience. We pursue this mission through  

mentoring, networking and facilitating             

relationships that assist Mustang Officers in their 

careers and civilian transitions. We provide a 

venue of sharing lessons-learned in occupational 

fields and industry initiatives that support the 

mission of the United States Marine Corps. 


