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A

fter two years away due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, Mustang members gathered just outside the
Nation’s Capital in Arlington, VA for the 37th annual Marine Corps Mustang Muster and members
meeting. The MCMA joined with the 8th and I Reunion Association for a joint reunion August 4-7, 2022.
Everyone enjoyed several outings including a cruise on the Potomac River, a tour of the Marine Barracks
at 8th and I and a chance to view the Sunset Parade and Silent Drill Team. Another highlight of the
Muster was a tour of the Marine Corps Museum in Quantico, VA, led by museum docent and Mustang
member Wally Jabs. The weekend concluded with a delicious banquet during which speaker, Capt Kelsey
Hastings, USMC, the current “XO of Marine Barracks “B” at 8th and I,” spoke about operations at the
Barracks previously, and today. MCMA is already hard at work planning 2023’s Muster, currently
scheduled for October in San Diego, CA. We hope to see many of you there!

Afternoon lunch cruise on the Potomac.

Members waiting for the Evening Parade to begin.
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ON THIS DAY...
26 July 1947: The National Security Act of 1947 became effective,
reaffirming the status of the Marine Corps as a separate military service
within the Department of the Navy. The Act Provided for Fleet Marine
Forces, and confirmed the Corps' mission of seizing and defending
advanced bases, as well as land operation incident to naval campaigns .
28 July 1918: Brigadier General John A. Lejeune assumed command of
the 2d Division, U.S. Army in France, and remained in that capacity until
August 1919 when the unit was demobilized. He was the first Marine officer
to hold an Army divisional command, and following the Armistice, he led
his division in the march into Germany.
3 August 1950: Eight Corsairs of VMF-214, the famed "Black Sheep"
squadron of World War II, launched from the USS SICILY and executed the
first Marine aviation mission in the Korean War in a raid against enemy
installations near Inchon. After the F4Us delivered their incendiary bombs
and rockets on their targets, the Marines concluded their greeting to the
Communist troops with a series of strafing runs.
7 August 1990: President Bush ordered U.S. military aircraft and troops
to Saudi Arabia as part of a multinational force to defend that nation
against possible Iraqi invasion. One week later the Marine Corps
announced the commitment of 45,000 troops to the Persian Gulf area as
part of Operation Desert Shield which would become the largest
deployment of U.S. forces since the Vietnam War.
15 September 1950: The 3d Battalion, 5th Marines landed on Wolmi-do
Island in Inchon Harbor and secured it prior to the main landing. The 1st
Marine Division under the command of Major General Oliver P. Smith
landed at Inchon and began the Inchon-Seoul campaign.
18 September 1990: A new 40-acre training facility for Military
Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT) was dedicated at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina, by General Alfred M. Gray, Commandant of the Marine
Corps.

MCMA President Joe Featherston presents Gen James E. Livingston with a
certificate granting him an Honorary Membership to the Marine Corps
Mustang Association.
Below: Gen Livingston’s Medal of Honor citation.

Medal of Honor
AWARDED FOR ACTIONS
DURING Vietnam War
Service: Marine Corps
Battalion: 2d Battalion
Division: 3d Marine Division (Rein.) FMF

GENERAL ORDERS:
CITATION:
The President of the United States of America, in the name of Congress, takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to
Captain James Everett Livingston (MCSN: 0-84449), United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 2 May 1968, while serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, Second
Battalion, Fourth Marines, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade, in action against enemy forces at Dai Do, Quang Tri Province,
Republic of Viet Nam. Company E launched a determined assault on the heavily fortified village of Dai Do, which had been
seized by the enemy on the preceding evening isolating a Marine company from the remainder of the battalion. Skillfully
employing screening agents, Captain Livingston maneuvered his men to assault positions across 500 meters of dangerous open
rice paddy while under intense enemy fire. Ignoring hostile rounds impacting near him, he fearlessly led his men in a savage
assault against enemy emplacements within the village. While adjusting supporting arms fire, Captain Livingston moved to the
points of heaviest resistance, shouting words of encouragement to his Marines, directing their fire, and spurring the dwindling
momentum of the attack on repeated occasions. Although twice painfully wounded by grenade fragments, he refused medical
treatment and courageously led his men in the destruction of over 100 mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining
enemy from their positions, and relieving the pressure on the stranded Marine company. As the two companies consolidated
positions and evacuated casualties, a third company passed through the friendly lines launching an assault on the adjacent
village of Dinh To, only to be halted by a furious counterattack of an enemy battalion. Swiftly assessing the situation and
disregarding the heavy volume of enemy fire, Captain Livingston boldly maneuvered the remaining effective men of his company
forward, joined forces with the heavily engaged Marines, and halted the enemy's counterattack. Wounded a third time and
unable to walk, he steadfastly remained in the dangerously exposed area, deploying his men to more tenable positions and
supervising the evacuation of casualties. Only when assured of the safety of his men did he allow himself to be evacuated.
Captain Livingston's gallant actions uphold the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

Continued from front page

The MCMA members meeting.

Marine Corps Museum docent and
Mustang, Wally Jabs, shows the
group around.

Cocktail hour before the evening
banquet.

CAMPAIGN PLATOON
By Mark Blaydes

President, MCMA Desert Mustangs of Arizona Chapter

Purpose
To get Mustangs in a geographic area to feel more involved in the activities and purposes of the Marine Corps Mustang
Association

National Requirements
Identify Platoon Clusters
Identify Platoon Leader through conversation, determine dedication and motivation
Provide Platoon Leader with an as accurate Platoon Cluster roster as possible

Provide as much support as needed without micromanagement or pressure

Platoon Leader Requirements
Understand the commitment, the hard part is contacting Platoon members by email, mail, phone, text, etc.
Know that once established, it will get easier.
Go at your pace. Allow others to help (every Platoon has Squad Leaders). Seek help from other Chapters, Directors on
the Board or National Officers.
Establish your criteria to be a part of the Platoon with National guidance. The Platoon Cluster roster will be of
Mustangs, Active and Expired. Find those Mustangs through your Platoon connections to non-member Mustangs. Get
them involved.
Once you have made connection to your Platoon, try and have coffee somewhere, or a lunch to meet everyone.
Leadership 101…Get to know your Platoon!!
As you meet and create a stronger bond, think about small projects your Platoon can do; visit a Veteran Hospital, donate
toiletries to homeless Vets, help each other with small projects that alone cannot be accomplished, etc.
On a Quarterly(?) basis, submit a small report on your Platoon to National explaining who you are and what your
Platoon is doing. This will also help National maintain up to date records of its members.
After Platoon has been firmly established (timeline??), start seeing if there is interest to step up to Chapter status.

WELCOME ABOARD
1stLt Troy Allen, Marine Veteran, Charlotte, NC
Maj William F. Beal, USMC (Ret), Roseville, CA
Capt Robert J. Dulin, Marine Veteran, Westerville, OH
CWO-2 Benjamin L. Luster, USMC (Ret), Baltimore, MD
Maj Vincent R. Martinez, USMC (Ret), Stafford, VA
Capt Terry A. Strassburg, Marine Veteran, New Smyrna Beach, FL
LtCol Patrick J. Toal, USMC, Spotsylvania, VA
Maj Richard A. Voltz, USMC (Ret), VA Beach, VA
LtCol David C. Yorck, San Diego, CA

Great coffee for a great cause
Jarhead Java, Bravo Zulu Java and Stars & Stripes Java are simply great coffees that are consistent and well-balanced.
Available in 12oz and 2lb bags of roast and ground, K-Cups and gift baskets. Also available in foil packs for cafeteria
use.

PURCHASE YOURS AT WWW.SHOP.MILITARYJAVAGROUP.COM

*Be sure to use Coupon Code: MCMA at checkout
to ensure MCMA receives a portion of the sale as a fundraiser*

50% of all profits goes to the non-profit Semper Fi Fund/America's Fund
Our mission is simple: provide exceptional coffee, while providing support and assistance to those who serve our great
nation. With your purchase, Military Java Group will donate 50% of all profits to the Semper Fi Fund.

The basic ideal that drives the Semper Fi Fund efforts is simple: to provide immediate financial assistance and lifetime
support to post-9/11 combat wounded, critically ill and catastrophically injured members of ALL branches of the
United States Armed Forces and their families.

“I ordered my Jarhead Java a couple months ago and love it, plus MCMA is supporting a great
cause - The Semper Fi Fund. Place your order TODAY and support this great cause!” Tim Cook

Do you have something you would like to share with your fellow Mustangs? Send
your articles/photos to BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org.

Tetra Tech, Inc., a major, multinational firm with 22,000 employees worldwide

is seeking contract employees for short term engagements across
CONUS. Assignments could run up to three weeks long. Work could include
relocating a support utility van (no CDL required) cross country, then low-level
technical (iPhone & android) and logistical support for teams conducting utility
assessments. Contract is currently with US Navy, but other bases are likely to
request these services in coming months and years. Pay is strictly hourly, to $50/hour with time and a half for
hours over 40 in a week. Compensation includes full government per diem for lodging, meals and expenses. As
a Mustang myself, I know that we bring a unique combination of dirty hands experience with leadership tools,
which are truly unique TO Mustangs. If you’d like to know more, please email me,
Rick Stryker, ( rick.stryker@tetratech.com ) for more details.
Semper Fi!

Standing Tall at the Main Gate
By 1stLt Evert E. Cannon, USMC (Ret)

Semper Fi! It is with regret I must inform you I will be unable to attend our Association’s Mustang Reunion, scheduled
for August 4, 2022 in Washington, D.C. Personal family health matters must take priority. I wanted to let you know
how special this particular Muster means to me personally!
When I joined the Corps on February 1, 1951, I was spit shined at Parris Island. I fell in line quickly, being a farm-boy
from Ohio; I had a lot of training working on the farm. My glory, so to speak, was when my Platoon went to the rifle
range. I was able to shine on the range and was the only one in our
Platoon to qualify Expert. This made me a PFC and won the dress Blues
Award upon graduation. My first assignment out of Boot Camp was
Weapons Training Battalion, PISC. There I remained on the ”firing
line,” as a primary Marksmanship Instructor. During the later part of
July 1951, I was selected to join a special team of instructors assigned to
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. This was to be a
limited assignment as we were there to prep-fire and train the
Midshipmen in familiarity and use of their basic military firearms! As I
indicated this was to be a limited assignment, Fam-Fire the Plebe’s! This
lasted until October 1951. Then, the team members were reassigned by
orders to various assignments. Myself and one other instructor were assigned to Marine Barracks 8 th and I,
Washington, D.C. There I became a member of the Special Ceremonial Guard Unit. I was also selected to join the Silent
Drill Team. I remained a member of those units, until November 1952 when I received my orders to Korea. If I may, let
me go back to my final year at 8th and I, Marine Barracks. I met my beautiful wife of 67 years at the Pen Theater, just up
the street from the Main Gate. We dated that final year while I was at the Barracks.
I spent the later part of November on leave in Ohio but that was short and I was on my way to Camp Pendleton for prep
-training for my in-country days. Mountain Leadership and Cold Weather Training was the order of the day. My
deployment was by flight, off on our way to Korea, we landed in country January 4th, 1953. I was assigned to 5th
Marines, 1st Battalion, Alpha Company, 2nd Platoon and became a squad leader. We were on the MLR (Main Line of
Resistance) just to the west of outposts Carson-Reno-Vegas! Our area of responsibility was to protect the frontal area of
the MLR. We ran patrols and occupied our Outpost, Star, as squads would rotate security. Carson, Reno and Vegas was
where the real action was! After several patrols and out post duty, I was promoted to Sergeant. On the night of July 16
and 17, 1953, my reinforced squad was assigned outpost duty on OP-Star. Our primary duty was security, and my squad
would be the “reactionary force,” to react and support any of our patrols that might require backup support in the event
of an ambush! Well, just after midnight on July 16, 1953, all hell broke loose and “Alpha-1” patrol was up to its armpits
in Chinese. The ambush was well forward of OP-Star! The alarm was sounded and my squad was on full alert.

We were ordered forward immediately in support of the
ambushed patrol! Down the forward slope, the great distance
was well forward of OP-Star and the forward slope was mountain
terrain down into the several thousands of meters of thick rice
patties into an abandoned farmhouse situated against the
forward slope of the mountain above upon which the ambushed
patrol was situated. There we spotted a gorge leading from the
rice paddies, up to the trail above. My patrol was in line, as the
gorge was very narrow, making it impossible to move side by
side. There were twenty-one members of my squad. When we
reached the crest where the trail was we immediately came
under fire from an enemy machine gun position, that was
situated above the trail on a protruding overhang.
My first team leader was KIA outright and I was wounded in the
right hip and lower leg. I was able to move forward on the trail
and against the forward slope of the overhang. Two other squad members
were wounded. From my position on the trail, I was able to see the machine gun position above, maybe twenty-five
feet! The flash of the barrel outlined the crew against the skyline above. My aim was true, just like the rifle range at
Parris Island and I shot all three crew members. The final one fell across the barrel of the gun and down over the cliff
he and the weapon fell to the trail. The squad was able to get up out of the gorge onto the main trail. Our casualties
remained positioned upon the trail. We continued moving west along the trail where we encountered the ambushed
patrol. They sustained serious casualties; 10 KIAs and nearly all remaining were wounded. SSgt Kline, the patrol
leader, was KIA. He was a well-respected Platoon Sergeant of First Platoon, Alpha Company. My squad suffered one
KIA and three wounded.
1967 “Chu-Lia” Team Antifreeze

Reinforcements were on the way and Medevacs for the casualties were
under way. The sun was coming up and another day in the country was
underway. I spent several weeks in BN medical, but was able to return to
my company. Light duty followed. Off to NCO School to get brushed up! I
was awarded my first Bronze Star and Purple Heart, recommended for
promotion, and appointed to the Naval Academy Prep School upon
returning stateside. My stateside rotation took place April 4, 1954, and my
orders were for Marine Barracks, Naval Gun Factory, Special Guard Unit,
Washington, D.C., just down the street from 8th & I Marine Barracks. I had
remained in touch with my future wife all the time I spent in Korea. We
met up immediately and after several trips together to Ohio, and with my
With my bush trophy, 1967
mother’s approval, I proposed. We were married in Mt. Rainer, Maryland, because I had
not yet turned 21 years old, on August 11, 1954. She remains my guardian angel after these 67 years together!
I had to let my CO know that I was getting married because that would end my assignment to the Naval Prep School. I
really took an ass-chewing for my decision but my Captain purchased my 1951 Lincoln Continental. My brother talked
me into purchasing that Lincoln when I returned from Korea. He was a former Marine. I still have scars on my butt
from the CO’s chewing!
Well, now you know why this “Muster” means so much to me. My spit and shine days started at Marine Barracks 8th &
I and the experience will forever be “etched into the very fabric of my soul,” and I shall forever remember my days
standing tall at the Main Gate and ringing the bell hourly on the flagpole. Our Friday night Evening Parades and the
many special ceremonial guard details, about the Capital and Arlington can never be forgotten.
SEMPER FIDELIS, MY FELLOW MUSTANGS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATED SERVICE. REMEMBER
ALWAYS, WE ARE HERE TODAY BECAUSE OF THE MANY

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THE FREEDOM WE ENJOY TODAY!
Korea – 1954, Vietnam -1967

MUSTANG PX
These items are available to view and purchase
with your credit card on our MCMA website in
the Post Exchange area. Or, you can print the
form and send it with your check/money order
to:
MCMA
PO Box 1190
Quantico, VA 22134-0190

Polo shirt with left side pocket —$45
Challenge coin with Member ID # - $20

Ball Cap —$25

Notecards with envelopes, set of 10 —$20

MUSTANG PX
EXCLUSIVE
This image of the Iwo Jima Flag
Raising is gold foil with full color
American Flag. Comes already
framed, suitable for placing on a
wall or desk. Limited stock. $35.

Mustang Honor Roll
LTC Dennis Fink

Maj Charles P. Garber

Maj George J. Geiser

LtCol Thomas H. Hall

Forest Hill, NY

Sarasota, FL

Scottsdale, AZ

Winchester, TN

30 July 2022

29 September 2021

30 August 2022

29 July 2021

CWO-4 Robert Hicks

1stLt Harold W. Leach

Capt Edmund J. Mazzei, Sr.

Maj Larry L. O’Laughlin

Hudson, FL

Grand Junction, CO

Miami, FL

Las Vegas, NV

26 April 2022

27 November 2021

16 June 2022

3 November 2021

LtCol Norman D. Preston

Capt Roger P. Roux

LtCol James W. Willkomm

Capt Phillip F. Woodlock

Louisville, KY

Bellingham, MA

Tifton, GA

Spring Hill, FL

10 May 2022

11 June 2022

23 October 2021

21 January 2022

The Association thanks the following for their generous
donations:
LtCol William A. Allanson
Maj Kenneth Johnson
LtCol Thomas Pfaffenberger
Capt Terry Strassburg

Mustang Recognized for Dedication to Veterans

Mustang member Maj Jim Geiser was recognized in June for his dedicated work in getting a
Veteran Memorial built in Scottsdale, AZ, and for his research abilities to find and identify
veterans who had been lost to time. The award ceremony was hosted by ABC-15 and Sanderson
Ford. The photo at left shows Jim (center) with the rest of the evening’s honorees. The photo at
right is of Jim and the ABC-15 host, Terry Ouellette, presenting his award.
Editor’s Note: Sadly, Jim passed away on August 30, 2022

Improving Communications with You, Our Members
Good day Marines. We hope this edition of the Mestengo finds you and your family doing well. We would like to
improve our communications between you as members of the Marine Corps Mustang Association and National
Headquarters. The world is rapidly changing with the internet, email and social media and MCMA must keep up with
the times and integrate these technologies in our communications plan to help us communicate with you.
Many of you have connected with Headquarters via email and social media, and that's great. We appreciate that.
However, many members have not provided an email address for us to communicate with you and that's the main
purpose of this request.
We need your help! We are asking all-hands to email our Business Manager, Laura O’Hara, to introduce yourself
(Laura joined the MCMA as our Business Manager this August) and provide her with your current contact info (i.e.,
your full name, email address, home and cell phone and snail mail address) so that we can update our membership
database. This will help improve our overall communications with you and minimize any returns of important
information, such as the Mestengo newsletter and our annual election ballots.
As a reminder, whenever you make changes in any of your contact information, please take a minute and notify the
business manager. We want to be sure our members continue receiving important communications regarding the
MCMA.
Thank you for your time and support. If you have any questions at all please, contact the business manager at the
information below.
Laura O’Hara
Business Manager, Marine Corps Mustang Association
BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMMustang.org
(703) 349-0893
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Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong?
Please let us know your new address!
Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections!
And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip
code!

PURPOSE
The principal purpose of the Marine Corps
Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and
provide career enhancing support for Officer
Members who have enlisted Marine Corps
experience. We are an organization made up of
Mustang Officers with a broad spectrum of
successful military and civilian experience. We
pursue this mission through mentoring,
networking and facilitating relationships that
assist Mustangs in their careers and civilian
transitions. We provide a venue of sharing
lessons-learned in occupational fields and
industry initiatives that support the mission of the
United States Marine Corps.

