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MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HANUKAH
and HAPPY HOLIDAYS to ALL
By Art Cooke

A

t this holy time of the year everyone is getting ready to hold
celebrations, many of a religious nature. Religion aside, I present one
of the most touching moments I ever had concerning giving and receiving
thanks.
I am an 87-year-young Marine who served in Korea from October 1952
until September 1953 with D/2/1 as an 0300. For the final three months of that
time we were between the MLR, on outposts, or occasionally in reserve areas.
The particular event I am referencing occurred on Christmas Eve 1952.
The lieutenant got us together and said our job that night was to spend the
night on a blocking position near Outpost Reno.
“Bring a lot of warm clothes,” he said.
We did a force march there, using back packs to carry our parkas. We
didn’t wear them until we got there so we wouldn’t be slowed down. When we
got there we entered two-man foxholes and set up a 100 percent watch.
Art Cooke showing off his badges
earned for 26 consecutive Marine
Corps Marathons

The Chinese were active that Christmas Eve. They played carols and songs like
“White Christmas” over speakers all night. They sent messages like “Drop
your weapons, Marines. Come on over for warm food. Don’t fight for the
warmongers at home in their warm houses.”
About that time we got a fix on the loud speakers and called in mortar fire. After a few rounds of adjustment and
fire for effect, about twenty minutes later we got a different message: “Marines, why did you do that? We’re your
friends. Come over. We will treat you well.”
We got on the phone again. Fire the same mission one more time.
Okay, now you know how I spent Christmas Eve 1952.
My post-war life was a good one. I married and had five wonderful daughters. Now I’m in my middle 80s.
Korea was miles away and I had forgotten it until another Christmas Eve arrived.
It was five p.m. and I ran out of Chablis wine. I buy a jug at a time, I went with my wife, Pat, to the wine store in
Orangeburg, New York, where I live. I went in to pick up my bottle. I stood behind another customer and then paid
my bill to the owner, a Korean gentleman. On my way out I stopped and said, “Sir, I was in your country.”
Continued on Page 4
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ON THIS DAY...
October 2, 1918— Marines participated in the Battle of Mont Blanc
Ridge in France.
October 23, 1983–220 Marines were killed in the terrorist bombing
of the Marine barrack in Beirut.
October 31, 1955—LtGen Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, awarded five
Navy Crosses, retired.

November 7, 2004—I MEF launched Operation Phantom Fury in
Fallujah, Iraq.
November 10, 1775— The Continental Congress authorized the
creation of the Marine Corps.
November 11, 1918—Armistice Day, WWI ended on the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month of the year.
December 1, 1947– HMX-1, the Corps’ first helicopter squadron, was
commissioned at Quantico.
December 8, 1992—Marines participated in Operation Restore
Hope, Mogadishu, Somalia.

December 9, 1968—The 1st, 5th, 7th and 26th Marines participated
in Operation Meade River in Vietnam.

FROM: THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all of our Mustang brothers and sisters out there as we approach
the holidays. As I draft this message to all of our members it is two days after
a most contentious election for offices from POTUS down to basic local levels
of government across this entire country. At this point there is no final count
resolution to any state votes with a significant number of military ballots
straggling in from duty stations around the world with the expectation that
every ballot will be accurately counted. It is the least that this country should
guarantee to the Armed Forces serving as the lines of defense for the nation.
Let us hope that our military votes do get counted and are influential.

Major Joe Featherston, USMC (Ret)

The other most serious issue facing us globally is the lingering multiple
effects of the Covid 19 pandemic with its significant effects on virtually every
aspect of our lives. Nothing I have seen or experienced in my lifetime
compares to this pandemic’s dire results. In addition to the obvious medical

concerns we face is the extraordinary side issue of mental health on individuals with fragile concerns already exacerbated by
the quarantines and trickle-down concerns about economic losses. And, a most contentious and divisive election cycle.
Not lecturing on this at all but I wanted to translate the above paragraph into effects on our association. The first domino to
fall was the necessary withdrawal from the planned muster/reunion in August with the 3rd Marine Division Association at
Arlington, VA. For a number of valid reasons the officers and Board have decided not to pursue an independent reunion in
2021 with the intention of a stronger focus on 2022, perhaps in Washington, or at a better venue after some deep research.
Another, most critically important, issue is the ability to continue forward recognizing that we have in excess of a thousand
expired members at this point and that materially affects the cash flow allowing MCMA to function. In many cases contact
information is either outdated or missing. This number represents those members presumed living based on an individual
validation with the Locator at HQMC. (The absence of a name for an individual considered active duty, Reserve or retired
indicates deceased.) The original working document started with over 2,000 expired member names. You can see the
challenges.
We earnestly request that you contact the Business Manager, confirm your membership status, update all of your contact data,
and reach out to your friends advocating the MCMA. We understand the limitations of health, aging, family concerns…and the
pandemic but association survival is paramount.
Let me hold at this point, before you all nod off, by saying that on behalf of the officers and the Board of Directors, We would
wish you all the best possible health, good humor, safety in travels, and a most blessed holiday period. This speaks to
Thanksgiving, Christmas and going into 2021. We consider each of you a most valuable asset.
Please act as a recruiter when you have an opportunity. Thank you.

Semper Fidelis,

Joe Featherston

Continued from front page

He looked at me and I said, “I was a Marine. 65 years ago tonight, on Christmas Eve, I was trying to stay warm in a
hole in the ground, with snow falling on me. I was listening to propaganda the enemy was broadcasting to us to
surrender. We did not.”
I said a few more words, including “Merry Christmas.” But the Korean gentleman did not say a word, not
even a return “Merry Christmas.” I took my wine and walked out. Just as I opened the car door I heard a voice
calling from behind. It was the old Korean man.
He handed me a bottle of wine and said, “Thank you, sir, for helping save our country. I was a little boy at
home in my bed sleeping while the Marines were protecting me. Thank you very much.”
He had tears in his eyes. I had a few myself. We hugged. He said, “Merry Christmas, sir.”
I will never forget that moment. God bless the U.S. Marine Corps for letting me be there and return home to
tell that story.

Merry Christmas, Marines.
Incidentally, I am particularly proud of the Marine Corps Marathon, which in later years I decided to run. I
ran 25 consecutive Marine Corps Marathons, the only Korean War veteran ever to do that.
This article was originally printed in the September issue of The Old Breed News. Art Cooke passed away on
August 20, 2020.
Thank you to MCMA member Gerald F. Merna for providing this article and all photos.

On June 25, 2020, Cooke, along with 9 other Korean War veterans, was selected to meet President Trump and the First Lady
at the Korean War Memorial in remembrance of the 70th anniversary of the Korean War.

T

his is a book about war. A war against America's enemies,
against racism, against the loss of fellow warriors in battle, and
against the personal loss of family back home. This is the story
of Major James Capers, Jr. (USMC Ret.) Jim was born to a
family of sharecroppers in South Carolina who escaped to
Baltimore, Maryland in the dead of night to escape the days of
Jim Crow laws for a better life. Joining the Marines fresh out
of high school, Jim had no idea that he was paving the road for
future Marines, black and white alike. The first AfricanAmerican Marine to receive a battlefield commission as a
member of 3rd Force Recon, a new special forces unit designed
specifically for the war in Vietnam; the first African-American
Marine officer used on a Marine recruitment poster; co-leader
of the first special forces team to attempt the rescue of
American and allied POW's held in a North Vietnamese
prison; a leader in Team Broadminded, whose missions were
so secret, their military records from Vietnam were not
declassified until 2006; nominated for the Medal of Honor;
inducted into the Commando Hall of Honor for special forces;
awarded the Bronze and the Silver Stars. This book is about a
man who is a true American hero, though he denies the
notion. Above all, Jim is a husband, a father, a patriot, a
warrior who has dealt with the tragedies of his military and personal life, always depending on his faith in
God to guide him through the storm.

Maj Capers is a new member of the Marine Corps Mustang Association. Faith Through the Storm is
available at Amazon.com. All proceeds from the sale of this book go to a foundation established by Jim
Capers for children with disabilities, in honor of his deceased son.

WELCOME ABOARD
Maj James Capers, Jr., USMC (Ret), Jacksonville, NC
Capt Walter S. Dickerson, USMC (Ret), Mobile, AL
CWO-2 Sherman Gillums, USMC (Ret), Arlington, VA
Maj Joseph J. Lake, Jr., USAF (Ret), Avondale, PA
Maj Fred C. Lash, USMC (Ret), Springfield, VA

The Association thanks the following for their generous
donations:
Maj William R. Fry

Capt Willard C. Walker

Social Security Benefit
DD FORM 214 -- SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT
Please share this with anyone who has had active duty service prior to January 2002 and is planning for
retirement. In a nutshell, it boils down to this: You qualify for a higher social security payment because of
your military service, for active duty any time from 1940 through 2001 (the program was done away with in
January 2002). Up to $1200 per year of earnings credit credited at time of application - which can make
a substantial difference in social security monthly payments upon your retirement. You must bring your DD-214 to
the Social Security Office - and you must ask for this benefit to receive it!
Soc Sec website: http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm
This is something to put in your files for when you apply for Social Security down the road. It is NOT just for
retirees, BUT anyone who has served on active duty prior to January 2002.
FYI - this benefit is not automatic, you must ask for it!
We've all been on active duty between 1940 and 2001, or know someone who has.
Passing on good information for all you military folks when you apply for social security. I know this may be too
early for some of you to think about social security but, keep living and you will reach that age.

HONORING OUR 2020 CENTENARIAN
MUSTANGS:
LtCol Dean Ladd – Served 1939 – 1980
Maj Victor D. Freudenberger – Served 1938 – 1960

CALLING ALL MUSTANGS
Do you have an amusing story or anecdote about a Mustang
you served with? Maybe a Sea Story or two? Perhaps
something after the statutes of limitations has run out and
you no longer have to worry about locking it up in front of
the XO? Well, now’s your chance for fame & glory, or at
least a byline recognition. Send your missive to the
Mestengo editor so all of our members can enjoy it too. You
can send it via email to:
BusinessMngr@marinecorpsmustang.org or
MCMA Mestengo
PO Box 190
Quantico, VA 22134-0190

WHAT TO DO WHEN A MUSTANG IS DECEASED…
Unfortunately, the day comes for all of us. As a member of the MCMA, we’d appreciate it if
you would report the death of your beloved Mustang to the MCMA Business Manager via
Phone (703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may
update the membership directory. Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.

MOVED RECENTLY OR CHANGED YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION…
Life keeps us all busy and our best intentions get overcome and forgotten but if you have
recently moved or changed an email address or purchased a new phone, we’d appreciate it if
you would take a minute and report it to the MCMA Business Manager via Phone at
(703) 349-0893 or email at BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org so that he may update
the membership directory. Please let us know if we can do anything for you as well.

Mustang Honor Roll

Capt John E. Aliyetti

Capt Verle E. Burch

Maj Robert C. Hall

Capt Gerald R. Harwood, Jr.

Vero Beach, FL

Spokane, WA

June 2020

June 2020

26 May 2020

10 October 2020

Capt Gerald T. Kane

Maj Samuel L. Moyer

Capt James R. Owen

LtCol James E. Page

Orange Park, FL

July 2019

Olivenhain, CA

Lady Lake, FL

June 2020

29 September 2020

July 2020

Capt Fred E. White
Peoria, AZ
June 2020

Do you have something you would like to share with your fellow Mustangs? Send your
articles/photos to BusinessMngr@MarineCorpsMustang.org for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the Mestengo.

We are still missing Printed Directories for the following years. If you have a copy, please share it
with our Business Manager so it can be scanned and placed in our archives. The original will be
returned to you. Your assistance is very much appreciated.

1998

2007

2008

2011

2013

In a landmark event for Veteran health care, VA began using its new electronic health record (EHR) system
at select facilities in the Pacific Northwest and Las Vegas on Oct. 24.
This modern EHR will help improve the health care experience for Veterans by connecting VA medical
centers and clinics with the Department of Defense (DOD), the U.S. Coast Guard and community care
providers. It will allow clinicians to easily access a Veteran’s full medical history in one location, without
needing to track down information such as pharmacy or lab records.
“This is great news for our nation’s Veterans, who deserve the best health care in the world,” said John H.
Windom, executive director of VA’s Office of Electronic Health Record Modernization, which leads the
nationwide EHR deployment effort. “This technology will help VA improve health outcomes and access to
care for our Veterans.”
First locations
Mann-Grandstaff VA Medical Center in Spokane, Washington, and its associated clinics in Wenatchee,
Washington; Libby, Montana; and Coeur d’Alene and Sandpoint, Idaho, are the first VA medical facilities
using the new EHR system. Together, these locations serve more than 24,000 Veterans. The other
deployment site, the West Consolidated Patient Account Center in Las Vegas, is an administrative facility
that supports Mann-Grandstaff and other VA facilities in the Pacific Northwest.
VA clinicians and administrative staff at these sites can now more easily access patient information directly
within the EHR itself, rather than using multiple systems as they had before. This includes patient
medications, allergies, immunizations, past medical procedures and ongoing health concerns, as well as
contact information, such as addresses, phone numbers and emails.
With this information more accessible, VA care providers will be able to view patient medical histories that
will support clinical decision-making and improve Veteran health results. This more complete view of a
patient’s records will also allow clinicians to make better connections between Veterans’ time on active duty
and potential medical issues they might experience later in life.
“Once it is fully implemented, VA’s new EHR will transform the country’s largest integrated health care
system and benefit over 23.9 million Veterans, as well as their families and caregivers,” Windom said. “No
other health care organization in the world is attempting something of this scale and complexity, and we are
committed to getting this absolutely right for our Veterans.”
Next locations
VA will deploy the new system at facilities across the country over a 10-year period, scheduled to end in
2028. After the implementation at Mann-Grandstaff, VA plans to roll out the EHR at sites in Alaska, Idaho,
Ohio, Oregon and Washington state. For more information about VA’s EHRM program, visit https://
www.ehrm.va.gov.

Last week, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed House Bill 1135 into law, approving the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation’s Blue Angels specialty license plate. The plate features four blue and gold F/A-18s between the words “Florida,”
and “Home of the Blue Angels.”

The Department of Motor Vehicle’s process to establish a new specialty license plate requires the Naval Aviation Museum
Foundation to sell 3,000 vouchers. The voucher is redeemable for the plate once the sale requirement has been met and
the plates are in production. This is accomplished by pre‑sale of a voucher that indicates drivers will purchase the plate.
Purchasing a voucher ensures the plate will go into production as quickly as possible.
Beginning Monday, September 28, the Escambia County Tax Collector, in partnership with the Naval Aviation Museum
Foundation, is offering online pre-deposits to collect all 3,000 commitments or more prior to the official release on October 1, 2020.
The $30 vouchers are available to Floridians in all counties for presale exclusively through the Escambia County Tax Collector’s website. Please visit https://escambiataxcollector.com/voucher for more information and to make your purchase.
To pre-order go online to https://escambiataxcollector.com/voucher or after October 16, 2020 visit any Florida tax collector’s office to purchase a voucher. If purchased through the Escambia County Tax Collector portal, Floridians will receive a
receipt for payment by email. Shortly thereafter, they will receive a second email from the Escambia County Tax Collector’s
office to secure additional details about their purchase and the intended recipient.
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MCMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NEW

RENEWAL

Name:_________________________________________________Date____________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________ Email:______________________________________
Please Circle One

USMC (Active) (Ret.); USMCR (Active) (Ret.); Marine Veteran; Other:______________________
Rank:__________________________ MOS:___________ Birthdate:_______________________
Dates Enlisted:___________________________ Dates Officer____________________________
Date Retired/Released from Active Duty:_____________________________________________
Annual Membership Dues: $40 - 1 year ($35 renew) / $90 - 3 years
Send payment to:

Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Inc.
PO Box 190
Quantico, VA 22134-0190

National Headquarters
MARINE CORPS MUSTANG ASSOCIATION, Inc.

NON-PROFIT
U.S.PLEASE
POSTAGE
PLACE
PAID
STAMP
Quantico, VA 22134
HERE
PERMIT NO. 1000

Post Office Box 190
Quantico, VA 22134-0190
Address Service Requested

Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong?
Please let us know your new address!
Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections!
And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip
code!

PURPOSE
The principal purpose of the Marine Corps
Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and
provide career enhancing support for Marine
Officers and Associate Members from other
military services who have enlisted Marine Corps
experience. We are an organization made up
primarily of Mustang Officers with a broad
spectrum of successful military and civilian
experience. We pursue this mission through
mentoring, networking and facilitating
relationships that assist Mustang Officers in their
careers and civilian transitions. We provide a
venue of sharing lessons-learned in occupational
fields and industry initiatives that support the
mission of the United States Marine Corps.

